
A warm Welcome dear guest and line dancer 

 

Line Dance Development Part 1 and 2 

1992 Billy Ray Cyrus on his way and moved from country to country-pop,  

a change, which many have taken place at him (and he was not the first). 

The fact that this step Cyrus repented and returned with his next album 

to his earlier pure country style, perhaps says something about country-

pop, but that's another story. As part of the promotion for his song 

"Achy Breaky Heart," Melanie Greenwood was asked to choreograph a dance 

to the song. The rest, as they say, is history. The song was Cyrus' 

biggest ever, even one of the largest 'country' songs of the 1990's. The 

huge success of the song was also known line dance. What was in the 80s 

just a disco dance style among many, and not particularly popular or well 

known one was, suddenly became the latest fad dance style. Line Dance was 

suddenly "in". Every where in North America, Australia and Europe was 

line dancing classes sprang venues began to worry about the line dancers. 

It is some what ironic that what would help make a song was, made by the 

song and still alive after the song has long since vanished in the dark 

dusty record collections. Pull your self by the hair is exactly what line 

dance as we know it today, has managed to! Line dance was not only 

equated 'in', but was due to the combination of Billy Ray Cyrus' song 

with country music. In the early 1990s line dance to country music was 

dancing, almost every thing had to line dance 'Country'. Knowing this 

bridge between line dancing and country music, it is no surprise that 

Line Dance via country music scene over the whole world was spread. 

Wherever one in Europe and Australia found country music fans who saw you 

dancing the most and line dancing? Shortly afterwards there was a deluge 

of line dances that were written to country music - so that the interest 

of all the country music fans were satisfied, the line dance in the wake 

of "Achy Breaky Heart." "Bar Room Romeo" (1992/1993), "Waltz Across 

Texas" (1992), "Thunderbolt" (1992), "Hot Tamales" (1993), 

"Chattahoochee" (1993), "God Blessed Texas" (1993) try and many, many 

others did. Line Dance in Australia got the boom 1992/1993 als a number 

of well-known personalities to teach line dancing there and began to 

choreograph. As far as I know, Gordon Elliott in 1991, was the first one. 

Within two years they were joined by Tracie Lee, Terry Hogan, Simon Ward, 

Greg North, Julie Talbot, Lance Pritchard and others. Some of the early 

Aussie line dances were "The Outback" (1993), "Girl's Night Out" (1994), 

"Third Rock" (1994), "Bow Legged Boogaloo", "Check Please" and "Ghost 

Rider". Given the multifaceted development of the line dance to the mid-

90s, it's no surprise that Line Dance increasingly began to drift into 

other genres. This even as the market of country line dance music fans 

had been exhausted and with the demise of the "Achy Breaky Heart" had to 

hype new markets are found. On top of that the ability of the line dance 

choreographers and thus increased the growth experiment, trying to be 

found in other styles of music, rather than to remain for ever in the 

currently popular country songs. For what ever reason, ultimately, more 

and more line dances are written to non-country music. This trend away 

from the country has caused the purists moan and whine, which apparently 

forgot (or never knew) the line dance only in the early 90s, the 

'Country' was attributed. In the '80s, it was far more likely that a line 

dance was danced to a pop song than a country song. The shift to non-

country music was fairly common, but there are differences from region to 

region. In some parts of the world to line dance proved to be remarkably 

immune to non-country music. Else where, how ever, particularly in the 

United Kingdom, 'country' has almost vanished from the line dance 

separately. In England these days, at least 95% of the dances to non-

country music and the traditional country line dance attire is as rare as 

winning the lottery (on average at least. There are places that play a 

lot of country, some for ever never ). Other areas, such as Australia, 



have retained a certain balance with a mixture of country and non-country 

songs. One can even say that at least here in Australia, the dances, the 

longest talk exclusively those which are danced to country music .. One 

last word on the "pop or country". It is true that many in the 90s came 

to line dance, which did so because of the connection to country music. 

This people were mostly country music fans (and there are usually still 

do). No one can really deny that many in this "country group" are not 

happy with that line dancing to pop music returns and many of them have 

voted with their feet - they have stopped. On the other hand, have been 

added since the late 90's many new, that are not country music fans who 

do not want to dance to this music. It is because I am sure, have moved 

away from the influence of non-country fans of Country Line Dance. This 

movement away from country music is not a sinister conspiracy owed, but 

it just reflects the tastes of the majority of the dancers. If the 

majority of the dancers to dance to a certain song would not want to, he 

could never prevail. I hear that country song in England is usually empty 

sweep the floor and the DJ bring complaints - if they're played at all 

(in most places - there are exceptions). People want to pop, so they get 

it. That's not a good news for the country group, but as the saying goes, 

you can not please all right. I should add that I'm a country music fan 

and dances to country songs prefers that reason, because I prefer that 

music. But - dance line dance because I enjoy dancing, not because of the 

music the same applies to the person who got me into the mid 90s to line 

dance! After all, what has been said, line dancing was and remains most 

popular in the U.S. - he came from there - and in the United States is 

the mainstream country music, not pop or rock. I'm not talking about but 

from the record sales but from what people hear way it is. If you drive 

are the U.S., most radio stations country music Sender.Bedenkt you how 

popular this music in the States, and the line dance is more popular 

there than some where else, I see no change in the near future derr Line 

dance appearance (ie: non-country) and I do not think it would be 

desirable, as the proponents think. In other countries, such as for 

example in England, where there are only a handful of country music fans, 

and where line dancing is almost exclusively non-country, it is a 

different story. But in absolute numbers, there're a lot more line 

dancers in the United States than in England. Was While many think line 

dancing is synonymous with country music and even many believe the scene 

that was once so times, the history of the line dance shows quite clearly 

that this was only for a period of time so the the line dance has already 

gone through . The first line dances, even the first decade was almost 

entirely in the line dance to pop and rock 'n roll music. Yes, there was 

also a little country, but it was mostly pop with "Achy Breaky Heart" 

line dance was then synonymous with country music. This effect lasted for 

quite a while, but decreased significantly since the late 90s - it 

continues today in some countries and country has already lost all 

influence. I suspect that at some time (maybe soon) will line dance to be 

danced to any music that is in the locally popular. In the UK pop and 

rock, so there is Line Dance Pop for the average non-line dancers will 

line dance by people dressed up in cowboy clothes to old country classics 

like around shufflen Slim Dusty (Australia) and Merle Haggard (USA). 

Some, thanks to television and film, the line dance to "Yeehaa" music in 

honky tonks are dancing, turn up in cowboy gear. While actually dress a 

few line dancers western styled (eg I), and although there are many line 

dances in the fact of music in the style of Haggard and Co or honky tonk 

music to dance, every one knows line dancers that this is really only 

part of the line dance scene. Why do not Line dancer us this way? Almost 

certainly it was in, predominantly, "Urban Cowboy" in the 80s and above 

all, "Achy Breaky Heart" in 1982, made the line dance to the public. As a 

line dance it's popularity but at the same time cemented the public 

perception as it is today. For non-line dancers, we are still dancing, 



etc. Achy Breaky Heart. Line dancers still wear hats, boots and dance 

only to country music. If Madonna or Kylie would line dance to market one 

of their hits, as Billy Ray Cyrus did then, then the public perception 

would probably turn away from the country image. Although I will 

personally determined the idea to line dance for Kylie or the public 

opinion not just taste. With the passing of the "Achy Breaky Heart" 

factor, it's not just the music changed, but the outfit. In the 80's line 

dance was too much too new to have a special "dress code". During the 

boom in the 90s but it was customary to wear Western clothes. Where  

ver they went they found western shirts, buckles, boots, hats and 

fringes. This trend is now extinct in many parts of the world, even 

though it still exists in rural areas already. Even in big cities is 

still off and on hat and boots, although the jazz sneakers are every 

where on the rise. If you wonder .....- I belong to the 'hat and boots 

"crowd. As for the popular myth, line dance came from the "Wild West" of 

the 19th century, that is nothing more than a myth. The whites have 

danced this time - some of them (just like today). Some steps would occur 

line dancers today even known, but these are basic steps that all forms 

of dance of all time are common. It is a fact that what was in the Wild 

West Line Dance or most similar were the dances of the Indians! Another 

development that is evidence that new dances are always difficult. Dances 

that 5 - 10 years would have been labeled 'advanced' are now more than at 

most as an "intermediate,". Each year sees as the more demanding dances 

in complexity and difficulty increase. Dances which was a few years were 

said to be feasible only for ballroom dancers can be seen today on any 

dance floor. In fact, there are a few ex-competition dances into the 

general repertoire. This trend is particularly evident in England and 

Australia and is associated with a bundle of advantages and 

disadvantages. The most obvious advantage is that this means a continued 

challenge for the more advanced and adventurous dancers. Continued growth 

- and growth is generally a prerequisite for continued survival. With the 

increase in the difficulty of line dancing is becoming more professional. 

Of course, only in terms of its appearance not in terms of payment. The 

advantage of the matter is, the more professional a dance form is the 

better they can talk. The flip side is that it is increasingly difficult 

for beginners to come along (so too those dancers who do not want to be 

challenged) and people who enter in the first place, it becomes even more 

difficult. This under scores the need for a real beginner classes and 

taking care to these dancers - it is from these ranks that the more 

experienced dancers will go choreographers continuing ever more difficult 

dances and ask the dancers still more refined dances this polarization. 

One wonders whe there this will lead different at some point to two line 

dance camps - the beginner / party dancers, the oldies and some new 

beginner dances and the "hardcore fans" who then would have been rather 

Demonstration and stage dancers? This polarization is common place in 

other dance forms such as Standard / Latin, ballet, tap dance, tango, 

etc.. Undoubtedly, line dance in the same way. One sees today in the 

increasing difference between line dancing as a leisure activity and line 

dancing as a competitive sport. In the 90's dance contest were the same 

as social dances - just a bit better. Today there is a huge difference, 

not so much in the dance steps but in the presentation. Ballroom dancing 

is, in a word, professional. 


